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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 



Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH{S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timety filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 16 July 2004 , 
2a)K This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim{s) 15-26 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 15 and 16 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9)0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawlng(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction Is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this Nafional Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Amendment 

1 . Applicant's submittal of an amendment was entered on July 1 6, 2004, wherein: 
claims 15-26 are pending; 
claims 1-14 have been canceled; 
claim 24 has been amended; and 
claims 25 and 26 have been added. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 15, 16, 23, and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
U.S. Patent Application No. US 2003/019581 1 Al (hereinafter "Hayes"). 

Regarding claims 15 and 25, Hayes discloses a system including a host computer (12) 
and a terminal (see paragraph 0027), the host computer and terminal communicating information 
related to the delivery and confirmation of a shipment (see paragraph 0049) and fiirther including 
the host transmitting a notice to the terminal indicating that the shipment has been sent (see 
Figure 5D). It is noted that Hayes discloses automatic receipt acknowledgement. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 16-22, 24, and 26 are rejected imder 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hayes in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,638,283 (hereinafter "Herbert"). 

Hayes discloses all the elements as set forth above, but fails to disclose inhibiting 
operation of a terminal and enabling operation of a terminal. 

Herbert teaches the use of inhibiting operation of a terminal and enabling operation of a 
terminal when conditions for operating that terminal provide a security risk (see column 4, lines 
38-45). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Hayes with the inhibiting feature taught by Herbert, because preventing use 
of a terminal during potential security lapses helps reduce the chance of damage from the 
potential security problem. 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's argirniqnts filed July 16, 2004 have been fiilly considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

On page 5, fourth paragraph. Applicant argues that Hayes fails to disclose a host 
computer is "operable to automatically transmit a message to the recipient requesting 
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acknowledgement of receipt of inventory if the electronic acknowledgement is not received 
within a first predetermined amount of time." The Examiner respectfully disagrees. Host 
computer (12) as clearly shown in Figure 1 connects various parties of a business transaction. 
As set forth in paragraph [0049] on page 5, Hayes discloses automatic request for receipt 
acknowledgement between the service provider and the customer. It is inherent that the request 
for receipt would be generated after a predetermined period of time and not merely at a randomly 
selected point in time. 

In the paragraph bridging pages 5-6, Applicant argues that the combination of Hayes and 
Herbert is improper based on a failure by the Examiner to establish proper motivation for 
combining the references. The Examiner respectfully disagrees. Both Hayes and Herbert are 
related to terminals for aiding delivery of items between various parties. As set forth above, 
Hayes lacks the required disclosure of inhibiting terminal if certain conditions are met. The 
limitations following the "if statement are not positively claimed. The Examiner is able to meet 
the claimed limitations by showing either of the alternatives to the "if statement. In this case, 
Hayes discloses the alternative to Applicant's "if statement, wherein if the terminal is instructed 
to print message then operation of the terminal is not inhibited. Herbert is merely added to 
disclose the teaching of inhibiting operation of a terminal if it is determined later in prosecution 
that Applicant's "if statements are positive limitations. 
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Conclusion 

7. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, TfflS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS fi-om the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated fi'om the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS fi-om the date of this 
final action. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jim McClellan whose telephone number is (703) 305-0212. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9:30 to 6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Olszewski, can be reached at (703) 308-5183. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-1 113. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patent and Trademarks 
Washington D.C. 20231 

or faxed to: 
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(703) 872-9306 (Official communications) or 
(703) 746-35 1 6 (Informal/Draft communications). 

Hand delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park 5, 2451 Crystal Drive, 

Arlington, VA, 7^ floor receptionist. 





James S. McClellan 
Primary Examiner 
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October 28, 2004 



